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Introduction 

The 1632-founded University of Tartu
, imparter of an intellectually inspiring atmosphere, has always belonged to European universities having an autonomy characteristic of a universitas. Deprived of a university after the Northern War (1710), the knighthoods of Estland, Livland and Kurland and the Swedish-era university towns Tartu and Pärnu impatiently sought permission from the Russian central authority to open a university. A strong impetus to the reopening of the University of Tartu was given by a decree of Emperor Alexander I on 12 April 1801, which additionally stated the foundations for financing the German-language state-owned university of the Russian Empire to be built on the German university model
. The reopening of the University of Tartu effectively signalled the start of the process of modernisation of educational life in the entire Russian Empire. 

 Student life at the University of Tartu reopened in the spring of 1802 was regulated by the «Statutes for the Students of the Imperial University of Tartu» approved on 23 August 1803
. The statutes stayed in effect until 1834, when new rules were adopted
. 

 Matriculation to the University of Tartu required high-school or equivalent education. The first 19 students were admitted to the University of Tartu on 20-21 April 1802; by the end of the year, the university’s matriculation roll listed 46 names
. It must be emphasised, however, that the context of the first two thirds of the 19th century renders it difficult to identify the ethnic background of the students of the University of Tartu, since it is not reflected in the matriculation rolls. The enrolment of a student at the university involved registering his or her birthplace, high school education, confession of faith, social background and, additionally, residence in Tartu during the studies. The matriculation rolls allow the assumption that in the first two thirds of the 19th century the overwhelming majority of the students at the University of Tartu originated from the three Baltic provinces whereas in the early 20th century the University was overrun by students coming from Russia’s inland provinces. 

Objective 

Built predominantly on archival sources, this article analyses the student population of the Imperial University of Tartu (1802–1918) against the background of its financial situation. The per-student cost based on state-budget funding of the University is evaluated and state scholarships are introduced; from these, the nominal value of an imperial student is calculated. 

 Material support for persons having chosen an academic career in the form of donating, that is, donations and benefices, has remained relevant ever since the founding of the University of Bologna (1088) and other early universities. It may be observed from the matriculation roll of the Swedish-era University of Tartu (1632–1710) that the towns of Tartu and Tallinn supported the studies of their citizens’ sons. On the last pages of this article, the reader finds an excursus on charity dedicated to the Imperial University, this time with an emphasis on donations aimed at alleviating the financial plight of the Russian student population. 

 The policies on financing European universities emerged as a subject of study late last century. Hence the lack of published research results on the subject, particularly concerning the 19th century. The following should represent a modest step forward
 in the research of the subject, in which exemplary are general treatments of the Russian student population by Academician Anton Ivanov
 and the monograph of Trude Maurer,
 professor of Göttingen University, on the social boundaries of Russia’s intelligentsia. 

Sources 

The analysis of the state-budget funding rests on the ledgers of income and expenditure approved by the administration and the rector of the University of Tartu (Hauptbuch d. Einnahme, Hauptbuch d. Ausgabe, Reskontro etc.) as the main source for establishing the proportions of cash and paper securities in the University’s budget.
 
 The source material at the Estonian History Archives (= EHA)
 in Tartu of the Estonian National Archives reflecting the functioning of the funds donated to promote the studies of the University of Tartu civis studiosorum is abundant and original. It contains banking and finance issues and acts of civil law as well as the University’s conduct of affairs with higher authorities and many other issues. 

 The donating activity is reflected in the University’s 1802-1918 financial management reports and income-expenditure cordbooks
 (Oekonomkammerei Schnurbuch, Rentkammer Schnur-Buch). The private funds registered in the cordbooks (under the designations Kapital/Capital, Legat, Stiftung, Stipendium, Stipendien — Legat, etc.) were first and foremost channelled into study supports and scholarships as well as into several scientific prizes. The treatment of the theme under study is shaped by drafts of scholarship funds and statutes, approved statutes, later statutes amended upon changes in the percentage rate, correspondence with fund administrators and inheritors as well as with the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Public Education Ministry, the educational district curators and the University’s administration and faculties, student petitions, certificates of poverty, etc.
 
The University Student in the State Budget 

The student population and per-student expenditures 

 The per-student expenditures at the University of Tartu now subordinated to the All-Russian Public Education Ministry
 depended
, in broad terms, on the annual budget approved for the University. 

 The state budget approved under the 1803 Statutes of the University of Tartu – 126,000 roubles
 – was initially sufficient to cover the costs of scientific and educational work. The state allocations were destined to gradually decrease, however, since, according to the old custom practiced even in Europe, the reopened University was given landed property to manage. The plans envisaged receiving an annual income of 120,000 roubles from 240 Livland’s plough-lands (Haken)
. By the autumn of 1806, only six small manorial estates accommodating 25 plough-lands had been transferred to the University, yielding a net income of barely 9,311 roubles
. The University had no other option than to apply for abandonment of manor husbandry. The negotiations led by Rector Parrot resulted in the University being released from having to manage the manorial estates, and in 1807 it started to depend entirely on the state budget.
 To the state budget expenditure categories belonged the University’s payroll fund, pension fund, library, botanical garden, observatory, anatomical theatre, laboratories, offices, expeditions, general household expenses, including heating and cleaning, and riding ground. The state budget also covered 12 state scholarships, scholarships of the students of the Pedagogical Seminary, scholarships and keep of the students of the Medical Institute operating at the Faculty of Medicine, scholarships of the students of the Professors’ Institute, etc. 

 The main budget of 126,000 assignat roubles, which held for some ten years, could not cope with the growing numbers of the academic staff and the expansion of the educational work. The development of the university buildings swallowed up the allocated construction funds. Extra money required for the interior decoration and finish of the main building completed in 1809 was taken from the study funds, and the year 1810 started with a construction fund deficit
. By 1811, the University’s economic situation had grown fairly miserable, wherefore the University’s administration removed 5,000 roubles from the scholarship fund as a safeguard against incidental expenses. The only ones to receive a scholarship, though belated, were the students of the Medical Institute. The report presented to the Auditing Committee reveals that from the scholarship sums diverted to the incidental expenses fund, 4,000 roubles were spent on purchasing firewood to heat the main building and the botanical garden. The bitterly cold winter made continual demands for extra fuel. By early 1812 there were 13 assignat roubles and 76 kopecks left on the University’s account! In 1813, the University’s steward had even drawn a long dash on the respective line. Neither were scholarships paid in 1814, 1815 and 1816, which naturally drew loud grumbling from the students. However, quite a few of them were lucky to receive the scholarships unpaid in those academic years at the final semester of their studies
. 

 The per-student cost of the post-founding years
 – approximately 1,050 roubles – had dropped rapidly and in 1817 it was a mere 361 roubles. The main reason for that, however, was not the considerable increase in the number of students from an average of up to 150 in 1802– 1811 to 230 in 1812–1816
. Rather, it was the rapid rise in the cost of living and the rapid devaluation of the national paper currency
. 

Seeking an escape from the situation, the University’s administration submitted applications for funds. However, the Council of Ministers even deemed them inappropriate and deferred making a decision on the issue indefinitely. 

 Prince Carl Christoph von Lieven, the new curator of the Tartu educational district residing in St. Petersburg (curator in 1817–1828, Public Education Minister in 1828–1833), who inspected the University in the spring of 1817
, found that the applications of the University of Tartu were fully justified, so much the more because misery at the University, which lay on the outskirts of the Empire, would imply a miserable situation in science for the entire Russia. This could not be possibly tolerated. Under the curator’s plan, a new state budget of 88,791 silver roubles (337,710 assignat roubles) was introduced on 1 January 1818. The budget of approximately that size broadly held until 1830. However, in the 12 years, that is, during the term of Rector Gustav (von) Ewers (1818–1830), it was supplemented with extra allocations totalling 1,002,166 assignat roubles
. The policy of Lieven and Ewers laid a solid financial foundation to the flowering of science in Tartu in the second quarter of the 19th century. 

 Under the new budget, the payroll fund of the academic staff was increased. Among others, the annual salary of a professor in ordinary was raised from 4,000 to 5,500 banco roubles (1,447 silver roubles).
 It was only second to the town’s police chiefs and the province’s financial inspectors! 

 Initially, more could also be spent on one student – 671 roubles by late 1818.
 

 The financially secured University furnished with modern equipment attracted more and more new students to Tartu. The student population at the University grew extensively in the second half of the 1820s, then levelled off by the mid-1840s, when the average number of students was 550–560. The overwhelming majority still came from Livland, Estland and Kurland. The nobility in the Tartu student population started to gradually lose ground to the middle class. Among the newcomers to the student body of the University of Tartu were some Germans living in dispersion all over Russia, accompanied by a large number of Poles. In 1802-1831 there were 36 students of Polish descent and 27 students coming from the territory of Poland among those matriculated whereas in 1832–1863 their number almost decupled.
 The Poles, left without a university in 1831, were attracted to the University of Tartu not so much by its fame as by its atmosphere of benevolence, freedom and tolerance.
 

 As the language of instruction at the University of Tartu was German, initially even partly Latin, high-school graduates from other provinces of Russia found it more difficult to take up their studies here. Only around 6% of the students in Tartu had come from inland provinces of Russia. 

 The proportion of admissions from other regions of Russia grew extensively in 1847–1856, when they, together with Poles, constituted approximately 27 % of the student population on average, in some years even 32%. 

 The preferred faculty was that of medicine, which drew 35–50% of all the students in Tartu. 

 The state budget of 1831–1841, backed by no major donations, remained on a level with that of the Ewers-Lieven era. In the early 1830s, the per-student cost was the lowest of the century – barely 131–139 roubles. The early-1840s cost per student, 326 roubles, was achieved by subsidies from the state budget. By the beginning of the next decade, however, the basic per-student cost had dropped by approximately 100 roubles. In the following decades, the Empire spent more than 300 roubles on educating one Tartu student. 

 The second half of the 1870s saw changes in the social composition of the student population – the matriculated included more and more Estonians and Latvians. In the second half of the 1870s, students and auditors from St. Petersburg Medical-Surgical Academy
, Riga Polytechnic Institute and Harkov Veterinary Institute became subjects of the Tartu student state, though many of them only for the period of their national examinations
. 

 In 1879, the number of students at the University of Tartu topped the 1,000-margin for the first time, and never dropped below that thenceforth. 

 The major changes in the Tartu student population starting from the second half of the 1880s were effected by external factors, including the russification policy, which brought into the University graduates from 1st-class Orthodox seminaries, as well as the emancipation of the Jews in East Europe. 

 Incidentally, after Russian was made the language of instruction at the University of Tartu, Jews constituted a conspicuously large section, 15-20%, of all the students coming from other regions of the Empire
. 

 Hence, the Tartu student population grew predominantly on account of Russian seminarists as well as other Russian subjects having previously taken a study trip to Europe. The statistics show that the University of Tartu had 1,576 students in 1884 and already about 1,800 in 1899. The state, however, had left the University’s budget of 1884 on a level with that of the 1860s
, which meant that the meanwhile tripled student population had to be educated in the financial circumstances of twenty years ago. 

 The economic situation at the University of Tartu in 1888–1899 could not even be considered frugal. It was slightly worse than that only in 1910, when the central authority even planned to close the University. A considerable growth in the state budget, 412,000 roubles plus several extra allocations, was achieved during the term of Rector Anton Budilovitsch (Rector 1891–1896 and 1896–1901), that is, at the culmination of the Russification policy. Despite that, there was a budget deficit in the first years of the 20th century – nearly 34,000 roubles in the academic year 1900/1901 – which the University tried to stitch up with own earnings
. Under the state budget, 58,150 roubles per year were directly prescribed for educational work, which, divided by 1,680 students, made 35 roubles per student. For the funding to be adequate, the University had to add 41 roubles per student
. In 1902, the University raised about 88,000 roubles, mainly from lecture fees (more than 64,000 roubles), but also from matriculation fees, tuition fees, matriculation book fees and auditor tuition fees. Based on the certificate of poverty, 400-600 students were released from the tuition fee. Hence, the costs directly related to the educational work were covered by the solvent students, the balance being transferred to the reserve fund
. 

 In 1912 the Empire spent an average of 130 roubles on a university student. By way of comparison, the per-student cost at polytechnic institutes was 216 roubles, at theological academies 609 roubles, and the most was spent on education at military academies – 2,835 roubles per cadet
. 

State scholarships 

Although in the first quarter of the 19th century most of the students at the University of Tartu came from relatively well-off families, all of them had serious subsistence problems. The students’ financial circumstances were fairly frugal, since provisioning and living in Tartu did not prove as cheap as was expected upon the founding of the University. A student’s study costs (study aids, tuition fee, etc.), including expenses on accommodation and food, amounted to 400-500 roubles per year, in some cases even up to 600 roubles. Truth to tell, extremely sparing living could perhaps lower the subsistence limit to 300–400 roubles. Financial concerns were aggravated by continual changes in the exchange rate and the devaluation of the assignat rouble. Beginning from 1843, Russia gradually switched to silver roubles,
 for example- 250 assignat roubles equalled 70 roubles in silver. However, the silver-rouble state scholarship that seemed solid at first soon melted as quickly as the former one paid in assignats. 
 The scholarship fund of the University of Tartu guaranteed by the state budget was 5,000 roubles per year, supplemented every other year with an additional 500 roubles for student scientific research prizes. The fund was divided between the students of the Teachers’ Institute (1803-1821 Allgemeines Lehrer oder Pädagogen- Institut), later the Philological Seminary (1821-1835 Paedagogisch-Philologisches Seminar), and 12 state scholarship recipients. The lion’s share of the scholarship fund, 3,250 rouble, went to the students of the Teachers’ Institute, while 1,750 roubles were divided between 12 scholarships (Stipendium) — the largest of 250 roubles, then two 200-rouble scholarships, four scholarships 150 roubles each and, finally, five 100-rouble scholarships could also be awarded.
 On 1 August 1803, the first scholarship – 200 roubles – was awarded to the students of the Pedagogical Seminary
. The scholarships were normally paid at the beginning of the spring and autumn semesters; naturally, the payments depended on the arrival of the state funds at the University’s account. In 1805-1810, the state scholarships recipients included, apart from Germans, the first students of Latvian descent, Carl and Peter Williams, and an Estonian, Jacob Friedrich Sülk 
. In 1819-1820 a 100-rouble state scholarship was granted to Friedrich Robert Faehlmann
, etc. 

 From the state scholarship fond, a large annual sum of 700 assignat roubles (453 silver roubles) was paid to 30-40 state scholarship recipients, mainly from Germany (Kronstudent, казенные), studying at the Medical Institute (1809–1862) operating at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Tartu. The full annual budget of the Medical Institute amounted to 30,000 roubles on average. An additional 300 roubles were prescribed for the scholarship recipients to cover the accommodation costs
. 

 The scholarship was paid in three parts (tertials), always for the past semester, since strict accounts were kept of attendance at the lessons and of staying in Tartu. The defaulted days were deducted from the scholarship. 

 In general, the state scholarship recipients from the Medical Institute were obliged to work for six years following the completion of their studies
 as a (military) physician in Russia’s inland provinces
. The more successful could hope for proceeding with six-month doctor’s studies in Tartu. In spite of the advantages offered by the Russian state, several arrivals from Germany did not take up their studies. For instance, nine men out of the 30 matriculated in 1809 turned back
. Apparently, it was only in Tartu that they discovered what prospects would await them after studies. 

 Since autumn 1824, six students from the Lithuanian Synod were granted an annual scholarship of 400 silver roubles each
. The state scholarship fund was intended for the students of Russian universities undergoing refresher training at the University of Tartu Professors’ Institute (1828-1838), the future professors at Russian universities
. 
 Quite a few times, the Public Education Ministry pursued grandiose plans despite its lean purse. In connection with the 25th jubilee of the University’s reopening, Tartu students were made a gift – fifteen single grants. Each student was paid 100 roubles
. 

 How many Tartu students were granted state scholarships? Preliminary findings show that of the 145 students in 1821, for instance, 27, or 18.6%, received a state scholarship. Apart from the 12 state scholarships, single grants were paid four times to a total of 15 students in the 1820s. In the 1830s-1840s, an annual average of 35-43 scholarships were dispensed; in either decade, the student population was slightly over 560 per year on average
. As the number of scholarships was not increased from year to year, the proportion of scholarship recipients dropped as the number of students grew, levelling out at 7–6%. In the following decades, likewise, the state scholarship recipients constituted ca 6% of the student population. 

 A comparison of the scholarship fund allocated to the University of Tartu with those of other imperial universities reveals that at Kiev University the state budget ensured a yearly scholarship of 400 roubles to 50 students in 1838. The state scholarship fund of Harkov University was 30,000 roubles. That same year, the account of Moscow University was credited with scholarships for 20 Pedagogical Institute students and 100 medical students, 500 roubles per year each. Accordingly, the Moscow scholarship fund was 60,000 roubles, exceeding that allocated to Tartu
. 

 Under the 1865 statutes of the University of Tartu a faculty scholarship fund of 1,800 roubles was additionally allocated from the state budget, of which up to 300 roubles could be paid per semester for good results in one’s studies. In actual fact, an alternative scheme was applied, under which the total sum was divided between as many students as possible. The University’s administration, who had the final say in apportioning scholarships based on the faculties’ proposals, was careful to observe lest a student receive several scholarships per semester, including private scholarships
. 

 In 1913 the University of Tartu scholarship fund was 17,050 roubles, which was divided between the faculties into 63 scholarships of 250, 300 and 400 roubles. The share of state scholarship recipients was still negligible, 4-9% of the student population. 

 The subsistence level of the Tartu students was very low, at the turn of the century already below 25 roubles per month. Some youths, mainly Russians, could cope with 10 roubles per month. The students had to pay a total of 3-5 roubles per semester for practical work at laboratories, institutes and clinics. Further, they were to pay the teacher’s fee of 1 rouble for a week’s lesson in a half-year. The final exams also carried a cost – 20 roubles. 

 Study subsidies from private capital 

Charity situation 

 According to source materials, student and teacher educational and scientific activity at the University of Tartu in 1802–1918 was supported from 54 scholarship and incentive funds. 

 Based on manorial economy, families belonging to the knighthoods of Livland and Estland financed eight scholarship funds. Apart from supporting the studies of their own youths, the nobility families’ funds were sufficient to pay for the schooling of Estonians and Latvians. The town councils and several businessmen of Narva, Tallinn, Rakvere, Tartu and Riga established scholarship funds for their own citizens’ sons. In St. Petersburg, lawyers, pharmacists and scientists belonging to University of Tartu alumni associations started collecting donations in the 1820s-1830s to establish funds in support of students coming from Russia’s inland provinces. Scholarship funds were also created by the military and the clergy – by everyone who found it possible to support the university according to the principle «every donation counts». 

 Capital investments for charity purposes were facilitated by the modernisation of the monetary system and the establishment of new credit banks undertaken in European banking in the 1850s
. The theoretical foundations and organisation of the treasury of the Russian Empire were worked out and simultaneously gradually implemented in 1863–1866. The growing trust encouraged capital investments in local credit institutions, such as the Livland’s Nobility Credit Society (Livländische Adlige- Güter- Kredit – Sozietät) headquartered in Riga, etc. 

 The status of private scholarships was defined at the state level. The 1876 Act on Educational Establishment Scholarships determined the investment of scholarships in paper securities. Under the 1879 Act, scholarships were registered in university annual budgets as special resources under the heading of particular fund allocations (отделение, for instance, donations in IV Division). Under the Mortgage Act, a scholarship fund was to be secured by a real property, normally a landed property
. 
 The acknowledgement of a capital legacy as a scholarship, that is, its endorsement at the Ministry of Internal Affairs via the educational district, was a lengthy procedure that had to be passed by both the initiators of the willed legacy, including the heirs and the manager, or administrator, of the scholarship fund appointed by them, and the University’s administration. 
 The statutes of each particular scholarship fund stated the conditions for applying for a scholarship. In general, the students were required to present an academic certificate of their study results. Additionally, they needed to request a certificate from the faculty’s dean of the award of other scholarships, if applicable. Applicants for a state scholarship had to have on hand two more important documents: a poverty certificate (testimonium paupertatis), usually issued by the administrative unit or church of their birthplace, and a certificate on passing the philosophy exam (examen philosophicum magnum), which was to be obtained separately from the faculty
.

 The use of both the state resources and the private funds bestowed on the University were audited by the State Audit Office. The audit reports of the Livland’s Audit House (Livländische Controllhof / Лифляндская контрольная Палата), which operated in Riga as a division of the State Audit Office, reflect one more fact, namely, that the registration of private funds to the University’s special resources account was a bit risky.
 On quite a few occasions, the expected profit was not made, yet this granted no exemption from conducting the formal business, reporting to the State Audit Office and performing the juridical requirements.

The first private scholarship — the legacy of Countess Maria Aurora von Mengden-L`Estocq 
 The University of Tartu Foundation may date the origins of its operations back to 5 August 1802. Two hundred years ago the Livonian countess Maria Aurora von Mengden-L`Estocq (1720-1808) donated the first scholarship money – 100 silver roubles – in person to a Faculty of Law student from Courland. On 9 December 1802 the University’s board of trustees, composed of representatives authorised by the knighthoods of Estland and Livland, approved the legacy stated in Countess L`Estocq’s will, a scholarship fund for four students from Kurland
. 
 Countess L`Estocq’s interest in the university to be re-established by the knighthoods of Estland, Livland and Kurland was apparently not quite accidental – several representatives of the von Mengden family had studied in the Swedish-era University of Tartu
. To the author’s knowledge, scholarships of 250 roubles per year were paid from the Countess’s fund until as late as in the 1880s.
 

 The tradition of study funds to support students of the Imperial University of Tartu was thus created by that lady of noble birth. New reports of family funds can be found from 1807, when the Sievers family scholarship fund was established, etc. 

In 1868 Alfons von Pereira’s scholarship fund was approved
. In all likelihood, it distributed scholarships even in the 1920s, to students of the then Republic of Estonia University of Tartu. 

Study funds of University of Tartu alumni in St. Petersburg 

The foreign-language instruction and adaptation difficulties in the local German environment did not qualify Russian students for a state scholarship. The coping difficulties of Russian university students could evidently only be comprehended by their academic forerunners – the alumni. 

 As a token of tribute to their alma mater, University of Tartu alumni living in St. Petersburg created a scholarship fund on 2 November 1852 to mark the 50th jubilee of the University. The donation was aimed at providing one-year study finances, 250 roubles, for at least one student from St. Petersburg studying in Tartu. The donation of the Tartu alumni living in St. Petersburg grew gradually over the years, until it sufficed for the payment of a 350-rouble scholarship in 1872
. 

Dr. Carl Claus’s memorial scholarship 

 On 17 December 1865 a scholarship to University of Tartu pharmacy students was approved at Russia’s Public Education Ministry in commemoration of Academician Professor Carl Ernst Claus
 (Dr. Claus’s memorial scholarship). Actually, the scholarship had already been founded a year earlier during the celebrations of the 50th jubilee of the St. Petersburg Pharmacists’ Association. Donations from the Pharmacists’ Association yielded 1,000 roubles to the fund as the base capital. Generally, the scholarship was intended to provide support for two academic years, 50 roubles per half-year. 

 Applicants for Dr. Claus’s scholarship were required to have passed the apothecary apprentice’s exams at the University followed by at least three years of practice. The applicants were selected by the board of trustees of the Pharmacists’ Association
. 

Dr. med. Nikolai Kozlov’s scholarship 

 Nikolai Kozlov (Nicolaus Koslow/Kosloff) (1813 — 1889) from Orenburg studied at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Tartu in 1833-1836, graduating with a dr. med. degree. Thereafter he took refresher studies abroad and qualified himself as a 1st-class doctor, later also as professor at Kazan University. He worked as a high medical official at Russia’s Ministry of Internal Affairs and Ministry of Defence. Among other things, Kozlov is considered the founder of the Faculty of Medicine at Kiev University and a supporter of the idea of conducting courses of higher medicine for women. 

 On 13 November 1893 the University of Tartu Administration discussed the application of the daughters of Privy Counsellor Nikolai Illarionovitsch Kozlov for founding a memorial scholarship by the name of their father. Praskovia Tarnovskaja and Olga Rukavishnikova, then already well-known proponents of academic education for women in Russia, had decided to consign at least part of their father’s inheritance to charity. The donation was not particularly large, at the nominal value of 6,000 roubles (4.5%)
, the interests of which were to yield a scholarship of 50 roubles per semester for an ethnic Russian student at the Faculty of Medicine
. It was noted in the sisters’ decree that if a suitable candidate would not be found the scholarship should not be paid and the surplus interest be added to the fund. 

 The recipients of Kozlov’s scholarship were Pavel Kostin, Friedrich Lindig, Pavel Ivanov, Aleksander Nikolski, Andrei Belle, Aleksei Oglablin, Aleksei Politov
, and also an Estonian Mats Nõges
. The repricing of paper securities conducted in Russia from autumn 1905 to early 1909 resulted in lower interests on the total sum, which was evidently the reason why the scholarships were not paid. So far 11 recipients of Kozlov’s scholarship are known. 

Jossip Bertenson’s legacy 

 Under the legacy of Royal Court Physician Jossip Vassiljevitsch Bertenson, an alumnus of the University of Tartu Faculty of Medicine, three bonds with the nominal value of 6,000 roubles were bearing interest (5%) at Harkov Province Bank
. After the death of the testator’s wife, Maria Mihhailovna Bertenson (née Hrapovitskaja), however, the sum plus the interest was to be transferred to the disposal of the University of Tartu to be paid as a scholarship to a student of the Faculty of Medicine. Bertenson’s widow trusted the University’s administration with a more rational use of the sum. She was advised to use the interest to buy 1890 Series (vypusk) 1 or 1892 Series 2 national bonds, both at 4%. Under the Ministry of Finance decree issued on 10 January 1903, however, the 4.5% bonds of 1890 and 1892 (mostly issued for railway building), along with the 1893 domestic loan bonds, were to be recalled from circulation as of 1 June 1903. The owners were to declare by 1 March at which rate they would choose to exchange the paper securities. The options were as follows: 2 roubles in cash for a 100-rouble bond or principal and interest at the nominal value one-to-one. Maria Bertenson acquired the bonds only after re-registration, naturally bearing a loss
. Since 1906, the scholarship affairs were conducted by the Bertensons’ son Lev Bertenson living in the town of Sergievski, who also notified of Maria Bertenson’s death on 28 November 1905. The capital left of the Bertensons then belonged to the University of Tartu. According to the National Bank’s notification, the nominal value of the scholarship capital was 6,100 roubles, or 390 roubles and 70 kopecks in cash, which after the deduction of the service charges was transferred to the University’s account at the Tartu/Jurjev Bank. 

 The first nominee for Bertenson’s scholarship was Heinrich (Henryk) Rudzinsky
, a fourth-year medical student. The next scholarship from this fund went to Arkadi Parusnikov
, who at the moment was using von Sievers’s family scholarship. The young man decided to give up the nobility scholarship. Sivers’s scholarship was then awarded to Mihhail Ekzemplarski
, a third-year Faculty of Medicine student. 

 The students conscripted to fight in World War I were paid neither state nor private scholarships for the time spent at the front or in the rear! For instance, in February 1915 Bertenson’s scholarship was assigned for the whole academic year to Emil Moritz Fernando Laur
, who, however, was conscripted in September 1915. The scholarship was then reassigned to the next candidate – Mitrofan Firsow
. The interests of Bertenson’s capital were used for paying scholarships until the spring of 1917, to a total of 7 students, 114 roubles each semester. 

Study funds for impoverished noblemen 

 Some study funds were intended for students of different educational districts simultaneously. A circular letter sent to Tartu from the Kiev educational district presented the scholarship by the name of Squire Ensign Stepan Laschkevitsch, which was primarily intended for supporting impoverished noblemen. The scholarship fund, 200,000 assignat roubles (57,142 silver roubles), donated in 1847, was, according to the donor’s will, to be distributed between students from the Mogil`ov and Chernihiv` provinces. Of those students who came to study in Tartu, preference was given to former boarders of Chernihiv` High School. Laschkevitsch’s second preference after Tartu was Kiev University
. This is all that is known about Laschkevitsch’s study fund. So far, no sources have been found to confirm that the scholarship was ever used in Tartu. 

In conclusion 

Before World War I, the total scholarship fund at the University of Tartu accumulated from interests on 25 larger investments amounted to 8,600–10,000 roubles
. 

 The excursus on the University’s funds provides further proof to the fact that a university is almost always under-funded. Per-student costs relatively rarely exceeded the highest rate of an ordinary scholarship. To ensure high-level educational and scientific work, which was and is the main task of a university, the University had to provide own-earned extra resources. Considerable assistance to students was provided by scholarships and study supports based on private capital. 
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� 	The independence course of the University of Tartu from a Landesuniversität of the Baltic provinces to an imperial university of Russia was skilfully steered by its future rector Georg Friedrich (von) Parrot, Professor of Physics as well as a diplomat and philosopher. He surrounded himself with an academic community to inaugurate an age of enlightenment and romanticism, which in the following decade developed into one dedicated to science. The tone continued to be set by professors from Germany’s elite universities of Halle, Jena, Göttingen, Leipzig, etc. and by their students. As a result, an increasing tendency towards self-centeredness was observed at the Imperial University since the second half of that century. Nonetheless, the University of Tartu continued to play a role as a mediator of science and culture in the broadest sense of the word. 
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